ADVOCACY, CONSUMER, VOLUNTARY
HEALYh ORGANIZATIONS

These organizations generally focus on a particular disability or condition or a group of
related conditions. The information and services they provide vary widely, from
distribution of basic fact sheets to sponsorship of research facilities. Most of these
organizations use numerous approaches to information dissemination and direct their
activities toward a diverse audience. Following are examples of some activities and services
provided by these groups: information clearinghouse; legislative monitoring; peer
counseling; medical referrals; sponsorship of self-help groups; provision of educational
materials; sponsorship of conferences, workshops and seminars; and reports on research
projects.
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